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m Stainless steel gives a very contemporary look to this kitchen by Randall Mars Architects of
McLean. Some designers are surprised at how Washingtonians have embraced modern kilchens.

Going Modern

Contemporary kitchens are increasingly popular. Here's how

designers are making them look great.

In Washingron, where rraditional homes
are sa popular, some architecrs and design-
ersare surprised at the number of people
whe have Deen asking for more contempo
rarv kitchens,

“Kitchen trends seem to move slowly™
savs designer Terry Weed, owner of Kitch
e and Bath Studios in Bethesda: “Bure |
was ammazed a1 the end of fast vear, when
| reviewed whar we sold, and | sald maore
contemparary than traditional.”

“Contemporary has come o long way
just in the pase year,” agrees Bethesda de-
signer Jennifer Gilmer of Tenmifer Gilmer

BY MARILYN DICKEY

Kitchen & Barh.

Wt that classic kitchens are history, savs
Tarry Dalibs of Creative Katchens in Rosk-
ville: *“The Georgian-style home with atra
ditional white Kirchen s never gaing out of
stvle in this area,”

Contemporary sovle includes cabiners
with slab doors and dark, exorie veneers,
The single item thar sold the most at
Fatchen and Bath Studios last vearwas very
dark mocha-brovan cabinetry,

Fitchens are taking on a more masculine
appearance, savs Weed. There's a move 1o
ward thicker countertops, and le's starting
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DREAM KITCHERNS

B The availability of multiple appliances—such as the two ovens in this design by Rockville's
Creative Kitchens—allows a new kind of kitchen workilow.

tosee cabinet doors, usually three -quariers
of an inch thick, bumped up w an inch.
shaker-stvle cabiners have wider sriles
anel railsthe raised horizontal and vertical
boards that form a rectangle at the outer
+ edge of a cabiner door

Weed attributes the rrend 1o the fact
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that men are spending more time in the
kitchen—and not necessarily as cooks, 'The
kitchen is the hub for the family, and ic's
where guests gravitate during partics

Many kirchens are designed with entertain-
ing in mind. “We try to make them look

less like kitchens,” says DC architeer Roberr
Cole of Cole Prévost, *We sec them as social
rocms, You don’t have all of these hanging
pots and pans. People want less eluper”

Appliance “garages™ hide toasters and
coffeemakers, and large refrigeratars are
camouflaged ro look like fumiture,

Even TWs and sound systems ave being
incorporared ince the kitchen. “People
spend so much time there,” says Steve
Lawlar of Lawlor Architects in the Dis.
rrict. *We do a lor with bookshelves and
entertainment svstems.™ Flat-screen TVs
may be exposed or hidden behind a calinet
door. Lawlor recently did a kirchen with
five .‘:]‘n‘.-lkt'l'k. A :.l1|_'r'q.'l.'l.jnl1n::r, and a remote
controd all integrated with the cable TV

GO WITH THE WORKFLOW

Dreasvers are no longer just for silverware
and plastic weap, Pull ene open and you
mray bind a refrigeraror, freczer, dishwasher,
wine chiller, or pots and pans. Drawers can
conceal microwsves—though they usually
aren’t sis tall as traditional microwaves, and
some homeowners complain chatic’s hard
to heat a baby botde in them,

The avaitabilicy of multiple sinks and ap
pliances has made it possible to design a
different kind of workilow in the kitchen.
The traditiomal work triangle—refrigera-
tar, sink, and mnge—has given way to var
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DREAM KITCHENS

enis sl appliances placed seeatepieally in
different work oF cRTSFTAMMent areas,

“Rather than someone getting 1 48-
inch refvigerator AAreceer, they may gera
So-ineh fall pefrigeraror” and then go with
Froceer drmwers,” savs Weed, % The dravwers
look ke a base cabiner, 27 inches wide,
You can put wood panels on them, and
voul can"even tell eheyre abreczer,”

Uhat ean be a good way 1o tailor the
relrigerator and freczer space 1o suit vour
needs, “Maost people are looking for more
frosh - food storage,™ says Weed. “People
are rending away from frozen foods,”

Befrigerator drawerscan be put i places
thev re mest likely to be needed, wich so-
das o juice where kids hang our and fresh
prowluse near prep areds,

Stmilarly, having scveral sinks can save
steps i very larpe kirchen. Inaddition to
thie main sink, the kitchen may bave asmall
e ot the sland, which-can doubleas a
place tor chilling wine during a party, and
a narrow smk in the prep arca, which sends
fiad BUTAPS dowen v the E.I.t'l'l..'l.‘lr'.l'.' ﬂi\['h wal,

*WeTe nOU LEVing 10 I0CorPoriie every-
thing mto ene space,” savs Cole: Dirv stor-
age may be in one part of the Kirchen and
curled storage inanother; o aspace primarily
for comking, pots and pans would be kep
pearby in drawers: *1Fvou’re cooking and
ST .'l.ﬂl.:lihl.!r Frbil, Vet I.l(!l!l-[ want Lo Hll:l:'l
away fronm the stiwe "

But even with the space arganized e
logical work areas, very larze kitchens can
be inefRcient when just ane or two people
are -.'uuklng.

Tames T, Lyneh of FA MoGonesal ereats
eala 20-by-2 1< loen kitchen tora couple who
Dl just eetired, They wanted a space large
[ [ 11|:|_'|h Tik A0 ||"|'|.|'I'|l|-|.‘|i!t|.! |.|.'II'.".I|' I.,'I'Ii.]'Lil'L'I'I ¥
grandclildren, and in-laws. but most of the
e it wontld be just the twoal then,

“It’ almost a smaller kiehen within the
larger kitchen thar allows one person o
wiork combormably in the space,”
I'he basic apphanves—aoookiop, nucrowave,
dishwasher, sink, ru!-r:lj_.',r:r.u: —are 10 one
sral| e, Across the peninsulyare o large
sipnk, seconschdistiwashier, and double convee
o oven lorwhen a larger growp is there.

“As the population ages, you'll see peo-
ple not wanting to o all ever the room,™
T s, *And s ooly pwa, three, four, five
times a yvear when all tle relitives come
over,”™

TWO-TONE KITCHENS

To add interest o a large klichen, same
designers are using different finishes or
materials on cabinets in ditferent parts of
the room, savs DO designer Annic Elliou
of Tiossy Color,

“A combanartion of painted and natural

Lamch says,
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| GRAND OPENING SALE NOW IN PROGRESS I

Perfecting comfort

Leather Sofas, Sectionals, Chairs,
Eecliners, Home Theater Soating,
Casval and Formal Dining, Boedioon,
and Home Clfice, all in many shapes,
styles and colors.

Cnntemomry Concepts Furniture

11777 Parklawn Drive, Rockville, MD 301.770.4447
Open Monday-Fridoy 10-7, Saturday 10-5, Sundoy 12-5
www, contemporaryeanceptsfurniture.com

5

Furnifure designed
with yaui in mingd

20,000 5Q. FT, OF CONTEMPORARY HOME & HOME OFFICE FURNISHINGS AND CASUAL DINING
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wakd enables vou to insert some color
o your kitchen,” Elior savs, * This isn't
as risky as 1t sounds it vou choose mellow
colors thar vouve wsed elsewhere in vour
house—hlne or Srec, fior |.'~:.L|1||'|||;, A
cambination ol white cabinets and natural
sl can also be lovely.”

Architect Chris Snowber savs some clients
have wanted therr ssland countertops o be a
different maceral chan the other counters in
the kitelwen, In a recent renovaton he used
avalcamic stone called Pyrolave i most of
the kivchen but wood an the island.

HOW GREEN IS IT?

Ervironmentally friendly products con-
tne to drawe artention, For Larry Thabbs
at Creative Kiechens, Horeen™ products luave
Deconme o big part of business, and for e
ested customers, he can recommend cabines
and countertop lines thar use sustainable
prowdietion weehmigues. Wisod -Mode makes
topr-ol- the-line cabinerry and fallows i vari-
etv ot environmentally protoctive practices,
such as recvcling saowdust and waod scrap to
ke foel thar heas and cools s Gciory,

Architect Steve Lawlor also has tound a
lor ef interest in carth-triendby products,
1Ilh'|l||-“t1g barmshaoe Hors, praants with low
levels of volatile componnds, and coun
tertops made of recveled materials such as
alass. For liomme additions, be trics 1o sit-

CREAM KITCHENS

|
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B A recent frend is to combine more than one
countertop material in a kitchen, This one was

designed by Hamilton Snowber Architects of DC,

ate the room o take greatest advanoage of
natural light, then vses low-voltage and
Huorescent lights fin nighttine,

Going green can be expensive—but
nol always, Prices on some prodoces have
drapped while others have risen, he savs

Bamibor Hoows are inoch less expensive
than they used ro be, but prces on En-
ergy Star appliannces—which are rated
by the Department of Energy as being
particularly efficient—have gone up be-
cause they're in demand. However, over
the life of the apphiance, they still save
the homeowner money, savs Lawlor,

Hle cantions that somie claims of green
products are questionable; * Right now
people are slapping *preen’ on every-
thing becavse it sells—bur alor of it is
branding and marketing.”

Erin H. Siarey, sales manager ar Cus-
tom Cradters in Kensingron, savs a lot of
people ask abwout green materials, but
“they aren’t necessavily buying arcen vel
because they can't aftord 16

l“ thll' e llll.'il'l‘.l'j.'. ]'l.': T IIETS are 1]':'.'
IR T save nraney b i variery of ways,
says Falls Churely designer Dee David:
“I'm fneding chat people sull want to dio
projects, but thev're cuning back—rthe
same as in the carly "90s, They're using
less-expensive cabiners, fewer accessa-
ries, and less-expensive appliances,
“They mav want cabinets that go tothe
ceiling, but thar*s somuething thar is sey
eral thowsand dallars more—not just the
cabinetry costs but the exera moelding and
extra nstal o « ﬁl"mnidmg." Sy, she VS,
theyre making dowich fess: “fewer frills,”
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